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Background 

The EQUAL CPA Score 2022 weighs recommendations from current guidance documents for the 
complex management of chronic pulmonary aspergillosis (CPA).[1][2] The score can be used to 
measure guideline adherence and adjust clinical management.[3] 
CPA is a destructive chronic fungal infection of the lungs. It affects immunocompetent and mildly 
immunocompromised individuals with an underlying pulmonary condition. Diagnosis is 
challenging as the clinical picture is non-specific and radiological findings are heterogeneous. 
Some comorbidities should raise suspicion of CPA when unexplained pulmonary or systemic 
symptoms occur. These include tuberculosis and non-tuberculous mycobacterial disease, 
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, lung cancer, and sarcoidosis. The infection may lead to 
formation of pulmonary nodules, cavities, secondary pleural thickening and fibrosis. Five 
overlapping forms of CPA have been defined by clinical and radiological features: 

DOI: 10.4126/FRL01-006399940 
January 2023 

Chronic cavitary pulmonary 
aspergillosis (CCPA) 

(emphysema, post-tuberculosis) 

Chronic fibrosing pulmonary 
aspergillosis (CFPA) bilateral 

(sarcoidosis)  

Subacute invasive aspergillosis 
(SAIA)

(granulomatosis with polyangiitis) 
 Aspergillus nodules 
(chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease) [1] Denning DW. Eur Respir J. 2016 Jan;47(1):

45-68. doi: 10.1183/13993003.00583-2015.
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